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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed February 2. 2005 . 

2. I3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

3. |^ The drawings filed on 29 August 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Brad Knepper on March 23, 2005. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Cancel claims 21-23 and replace claims 1, 4, 9, and 18 with the following claims: 

Claim 1. A method for initializing an array of drives, comprising: 

providing an array of drives including a first drive and a second drive, a controller and a 
bus subsystem that enables communications between said controller and said array of drives, 
each of said drives being associated with a priority and with said first drive having greater 
priority than said second drive; and 

causing substantially equal usage of said bus subsystem by all of said drives while 
performing a zero initialization of said drives: 

wherein said causing substantially equal usage of said bus subsystem includes: 

issuing a number of write related operations to each of said drives in said array, wherein 
each of said number of write related operations issued to a one of said drives concerns a different 
logical block address range than any other of said number of write related operations issued to 
said one of said drives, wherein said number of write related operations are queued; 

determining whether each of said drives has completed at least one of said number of 
write operations concerning at least one logical block address range, wherein each of said 
number of write operations is associated with more than one logical block address; 

in response to determining that each of said drives has not completed at least one of said 
number of write operations concerning at least one logical block address range, deferring issuing 
at least one more write related operation and continuing said determining whether each of said 
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drives has completed at least one of said number of write operations concerning at least one 
logical block address range; and 

in response to determining that each of said drives has completed at least one of said 
number of write operations concerning at least one logical block address range, issuing at least 
one more write related operation to each of said drives in said array. 

Claim 4. A method, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein: 

said issuing a number of write related operations to each of said drives includes issuing a 
predetermined number of at least two write operations to said first drive and a predetermined 
number of at least two write operations to said second drive and in which subsequent issuing of 
another write operation to said first drive is made after at least one of said predetermined number 
of at least two write operations is completed by said second drive and after at least one of said 
predetermined number of at least two write operations is completed by said first drive. 

Claim 9. An apparatus for initializing an array of drives, comprising: 

an array of drives for storing information, said array of drives including at least a first 

drive and a second drive with said first drive being associated with a higher priority than said 

second drive, wherein each of said drives in said array is associated with a queue operable to 

store a number of write commands; 

a bus subsystem connected to said array of drives; and 

a controller in communication with said array of drives using said bus subsystem, said 
controller for controlling issuance of write operations to each drive within said array, wherein 
after an initial set of write operations is issued to each of said drives within said array, an 
additional write operation is not issued to each of said drives in said array until at least one write 
operation included in said initial set of write operations has been completed on each of said 
drives, and wherein each of said write operations in said initial set relates to a logical block 
address range that comprises more than one logical block address. 

Claim 18. A method for initializing an array of storage devices, comprising: 

receiving a command to initialize a storage array, wherein said storage array includes a 
number of storage devices; 
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issuing at least first and second write related operations to each of said storage devices in 
said array, wherein said first write related operation concerns a first logical block address range 
and said second write related operation concerns a second logical block address range; and 

only in response to determining that every one of said storage devices included in said 
storage array has completed at least one of said at least first and second write related operations, 
issuing an additional write related operation to every one of said storage devices in said storage 
array, wherein said additional write related operation concerns a logical block address range not 
included in said first logical block address range or said second logical block address range, and 
wherein said logical block address ranges each comprise more than one logical block address. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 20 allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Woo H. Choi whose telephone number is (571) 272-4179. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4182. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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